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speare's plays lie would have associated Troilus rather with
Cressida than \vith creosote; he would have known that
Ben's surname was spelt without an h.

The handwriting of an author is only one of many

causes of error in the printed text, for at limes printers
will make the oddest mistakes even when following
printed copy. There is indeed no accounting for a large
proportion of human errors.*

As has been seen^ only a small proportion of Elizabethan
plays was ever published; most of them have perished.
The players objected to the publication of plays for prac-
tical reasons, but as the standard improved, so there grew
up a literary interest in plays. It set the fashion amongst
literary-minded gentlemen to read plays and to collect
them in their libraries. Lord Mount]oy's secretary noted
one of his recreations as reading play-books. Sir John
Harington in 1610 possessed 129 play-books, and during
the years 1600-10 he bought 90 out of loj which were
published during those years.'9- It became also a practice
for certain authors to make a second copy of their plays
and sell it to the printers, though this was considered
hardly honest.

Sometimes play manuscripts were stolen, or if a play
was particularly popular or topical some hack would be

* Amongst other misprints which, have come my way, the following
is worth note. In a book on the Earl of Essex I wrote ' "Well," sighed
Essex, "it may be so." ' The printer inexplicably produced * '"Cos,"
sighed Essex, "it may be so." ' Hereupon the proof-reader wrote in
the margin: * Query: "Gosh"!'

^Elizabethan Stage, Hi, p. 183.